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Abstract

This study seeks to explicate Sorai Ogyi’s views of the Odes, how he influenced
other Japanese scholars, what status he afforded the Odes, and what historical
significance of his research is. Ogyt’s views of the Odes (such as “viewing the Odes as
emotive love poems”) were influenced by Yang Shen. He believed that “thoughts were
pure” (si wu xie) was a methodology that Confucius appropriated from the Odes. He also
held that those who become erudite in the Odes would be “gentle and honest” because
they would know about human nature and sentiments. Ogyt used the thought “the Odes
know well the sentiments of man” to highlight errors in Zhu Xi’s using logical reasoning
to explain the Odes. His views also include “the Odes can teach one to speak”; they can
enable one to handle any situation; and they are beneficial in diplomatic work. Other
benefits include being able to speak according to propriety, being able to recognize who is
wise, and other political applications. Although Ogyt placed the Odes in a secondary
position to the Four Teachings, he felt it plays an irreplaceably important role. Ogyt’s
criticisms of Zhu Xi and Jinsai Itd enabled the Ancient Wording School (kobunjigaku) to
successfully become mainstream. His thoughts made their way back to China via the
writings of his disciples. Findings in this study provide a deeper treatment of the use of
the Odes in the Ancient Wording School and will be of aid to scholars who do research in

this area.
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