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Study on Difference of Ancient and
Present Selection and Critique of Mao Wu
Wei Qiu Feng Suo Po Ge of Du Fu

Chen Mei-Chu
Professor, Department of Chinese Literature,
National Cheng Kung University

Abstract

“Mao Wu Wei Qiu Feng Suo Po Ge” is the great aspiration of Du Fu to protect all
humble literati when he was in the difficulty of sleep in the leaking house in the rain of
autumn. It conveys humanity and the great mind. Hence, the poem becomes the classic
for the later generation to study the content of “sage of poetry” of Du Fu and his “concern
about the country and people”.

After reviewing and comparing 21 Tang poetry selections edited by modern people,
the author realized that 17 of them selected the said poem which was more than other
poems such as “Bing Che Xing”, “Li Ren Xing”, “Dan Qing Yin”, “Guan Gong Sun Da
Niang Di Zi Wu Jian Qi Xing”, etc. It is “the classic of seven-character verse” of Du Fu
in modern time. However, in comparison to Tang poetry selections in Ming and Qing
Dynasty, the poem was rarely selected. Only 8 out of 21 selections included the work.
The critique tended to be negative terms such as “rural” and “limitation of affection”. The
poet of late Ming Dynasty, Shen Han Guang, even mocked at the great aspiration of
“protection of all beings” and “blessing for humble literati” by “thought of Cuo Da” and
argued that it was the vain dream of a humble and depressed scholar (Cuo Da) and it
might not be realized. It is surprising that the ancient and present critiques of the poem
are extremely different.

In order to probe into the critique difference of the poem in ancient and modern Tang
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poetry selections this study not only presents the selection and critique by tables and data,
but also compares the poem with Du Fu’s other classics of seven-character verse in order
to explore difference between ancient and modern critiques on “Mao Wu Wei Qiu Feng

Suo Po Ge” and the cause of the difference.

Keywords: Du Fu, the seven-word free verse, Mao Wu Wei Qiu Feng Suo Po Ge, Dan
Qing Yin, Tang poetry selection
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