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A Study on “Chan Ben Cao” and “Pao Zhi
Lun” in Zen Short Sketches in the Song
Dynasty

Huang Jing-Jia
Professor, Department of Chinese,
National Taiwan Normal University

Abstract

This research focus on a theme which is to revise the content of anecdotes “Chan
Ben Cao” and “Pao Zhi Lun” collected in Zen short sketches: Luo Hu Ye Lu in the Song
Dynasty and to conduct the textual research on how the versions spread or hand down.
This project will use text traceability to conduct textual research on the inheritance and
course of making copies. Moreover, it will investigate the external timing conditions for
the appearance of “Chan Ben Cao” and “Pao Zhi Lun” from two aspects: spread of
traditional Chinese medicine books in the social culture at the time in the Song Dynasty
and the game-based tendency in Chan. At last, it will probe into the origin of thoughts and
investigate the connection with Chan thoughts based on the writing relationship of these

two texts and the pedigree of Huang Long to which Wen Ya and Wen Zhun belonged.

Keywords: “Chan Ben Cao,” “Pao Zhi Lun”, Use of Chan as medicine, Metaphor,
Song Dynasty
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