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A High-minded Literatus and Excellent

Playwright: Evaluation of Li Yu by Edo
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Shiau Han-Chen
Assistant Professor, Department of Chinese Literature,
National Chung Hsing University

Abstract

This paper discuss Li Yu’s image by means of Nanga, Joruri, Kabuki and common
literature. First, discuss his image forming by Jieziyuan huazhuan (3 & % 1%), Liweng
yi jia yan (%4 —% %), and by Morokoshi kidan (& £ 3%) to realize his high spirits.
Then, with focus on 18 century famous playwrights Chikamatsu Monzaemon (i 4 P7 £ #f
F7), Takeda Koizumo (44 = /s & &) and Chikamatsu Hanji (x4 4 =) in succession to Li
Yu’s writing thinking and episode elements, to find out Li Yu superior outstanding in
drama creation. At last, according to Kyokutei Bakin’s (# = & %) comments on Li Yu’s
life and works, and adopted Li Yu’s drama in Kyokuteidenki hanakanzashi (# = 1% 4 jt.4x
%), to understand Bakin’s thinking about Li Yu. Wish inspection from different scopes, to
draft Li Yu’s main characteristics, which is a high-minded literatus and excellent

playwright, in the eyes of Edo creators.

Keywords: Li Yu, Nanga, Joruri, Kabuki, Kyokutei Bakin
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